


CROCODILE CHARACTERISTICS
There are about 23 species of crocodilians on Earth today.  

Crocodiles are reptiles. Many reptiles live on land, but some, like the crocodile, spend their lives
in and around water.  All reptiles use lungs to breathe air, and all have a skeleton made out of
bones.  Their skin is tough, dry, and covered with scales. Reptiles are
also cold-blooded, which means that their body temperature is 
similar to the temperature of the surrounding air, land, and water.

Crocodiles live in calm wetland habitats such as marshes, swamps, lakes, rivers, and lagoons.

Front Feet
The front feet
have very sharp
claws which help 
crocodiles to climb
and to run fast.

Tail
Crocodiles have a
long, powerful tail
that helps them
swim.

Ears
Crocodiles have good
hearing.  They listen as
they silently wait for a
meal.

Notice how the eyes, ears, and nostrils sit high on the head, above the water, 
while the rest of the body is submerged, allowing crocodiles to sense their 

surroundings at all times as they float motionless in the water.

Back Feet
Look at your feet.  Do
you have webs between
your toes? Crocodiles
do!  Webbed feet help
the crocodile to swim.

Eyes
Do you like to go swimming?  In order for
you to see underwater, you have to wear a
pair of goggles.  Crocodiles don’t!  They
have a third eyelid that acts as a pair of
goggles to help them see underwater.  Their
eyes also sit high on their head, and they
have excellent day and night vision.

Nostrils
Crocodiles like to float
in the water.  Lucky for
them, their nose sits
high on their snout.
This  allows them to
breathe while the rest
of their body is hidden
underwater.  

Skin
Feel your skin.  Is it
smooth or is it rough?
Crocodiles have both.
The skin on their bellies
is smooth, which helps
them slide along the
mud and sand. The
skin on their backs and
tails is rough, like
armor, for support and
protection. 

One of the largest reptiles on Earth today, the crocodile is 
also one of the most ferocious! 



Depending on the species, adult crocodiles can weigh between 600 and 2000 pounds (272 and
910kg).  As adults, they can reach lengths from 5 to 23 feet (1.5 to 7m). The largest 
crocodiles are as heavy as a car, and as tall as 3 Shaquille O’Neals!

Most crocodiles can run at speeds close to 8 mph (14 km/hr), but
only for short periods.  A human, who is in good shape,
can run a little faster than this for a sustained period.  

Therefore, humans can outrun crocodiles!  

But crocodiles can launch themselves out of
the water at speeds of 12 to 18 mph 

(20 to 30 km/hr).  That is faster than you can run!  

Did you know...
Crocodiles will 
continue to 
grow their 
entire lives!

CROCODILES CAN GET BIG

WHICH IS FASTER...A CROCODILE OR A HUMAN?



Do you like going to the dentist?  Crocodiles are lucky!  If a crocodile tooth wears down
or falls out, a new one will grow and replace it.

Did you know...
Crocodiles do not need to eat 

everyday.  They can go one year 
without eating!

Crocodilian snouts vary in size and
shape.  Short, wide snouts are used to
catch large prey like fish, turtles, 
monkeys, giraffes, and even lions.
Long, slender snouts are used to poke
into burrows to eat crabs, frogs, and
insects.

Short and Wide Snout
Eats large prey

Long and Slender Snout
Eats small fish 

SNOUT SHAPES 

AND DIET

CROCODILE TEETH

Crocodiles 
have sharp teeth 
which they lose 
(and replace) 
constantly.

Crocodiles have over 60
teeth in their mouth at any
given time, and they may

go through over 3,000 teeth
in a lifetime!

They rip chunks out of their
prey and then swallow 

the chunks whole.  
They don’t take the time 

to chew their food.

Crocodile jaws have
extremely strong muscles
for closing down on prey.
Once a crocodile grabs

hold, there is no escape!
But the muscles that open
their mouth are so weak,
you can hold the mouth

shut with a thick 
rubberband!



Is that a log floating in the water?  
Sure, it seems safe to go down to the
river to get a refreshing drink of water.
In a flash, what you thought was a log
is actually a large crocodile!  Suddenly,
the crocodile lunges out of the water
and grabs onto its prey with its 
powerful jaws.  They are masters of
camouflage!  

If the animal has a big, pointy snout
shaped like the letter “V”, and you can see

teeth sticking out from both the 
top and bottom of the mouth, it’s a 

CROCODILE.

If the animal has a round snout
shaped like the letter “U”, and you can

only see the top teeth sticking out 
from the mouth, it’s an 

ALLIGATOR.

Do you know how to tell the difference?  I’ll give you a hint...
look at the snouts...

Is that crocodile yawning?
What happens when you are out running around in the park?  If it
is summer, I bet you start to sweat.  Sweating cools us off.  When
crocodiles need to cool off, they rest holding their mouths open.
This behavior is called GAPING.

What is that crocodile doing underwater?
How long can you hold your breath?  Thirty seconds?  One
minute?  That’s a pretty long time, but not for a crocodile.  A 
crocodile can hold its breath for up to 2 hours!

IS THAT A CROCODILE OR AN ALLIGATOR?

CROCODILE BEHAVIOR



CROCODILE REPRODUCTION
*Female crocodiles come on land and make nests in sand, mud, or vegetation to lay their eggs.
They will lay about 28 eggs.  It will take 2 to 3 months for the eggs to hatch.

*When the eggs are ready to hatch, baby crocodiles use a
sharp point on their snout called an egg tooth to break open
the shell, and "chirp" for their mothers.  When mom hears their
call, she will go help dig the young out of the nest, scoop them
gently into her mouth, and carry them to the water. 

*Crocodiles are good parents.  They viciously guard their nest
against predators such as lizards, birds, turtles, and fish.
Parents will care for their babies for 3 years.

*The temperature of the nest will determine the sex of the
hatchlings: Between 88 O F and 92 OF = males

Above 92 OF or below 88 O F= females

Did you know...

Because baby crocodiles are easy prey for other 
animals, only 1 out of 10 hatchlings will ever

make it to adulthood.

CROCODILE CONSERVATION
Humans are the greatest threat to crocodiles.
People destroy the habitats where crocodiles live
and nest.  Crocodiles are also hunted for their
skins to make boots, belts, handbags, and 
wallets.  Not too long ago, every crocodile
species was endangered.  However, conservation
programs were started to protect crocodile 
populations.  Now, 2/3 of the world’s crocodilian
populations are starting to increase, but all
remain protected.

Did you know...
Over 20 million crocodiles have been killed in

the last 50 years just for 
their skins!

Crocodile Egg Tooth and Baby Croc in Mouth photos courtesy of Adam Britton, www.crocodilian.com 



Animal Riddles...
My back feet are

webbed,
and my front feet 

have claws. 

I have lots of teeth, 
in my powerful jaws.

I keep my mouth
open, 

to help me cool off.

My skin is like armor,
it's hard and it's tough.

What animal am I?
Draw your answer

below.    
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